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15. Hydroponics, Star K Kosher Certification (Rabbi Zev Goldberg)

Hydroponic romaine lettuce should not be used for marror at the Pesach Seder. The reasoning for this is as
follows: It is unclear whether the brocha of Hamotzirelieves one of the obligation to recite
a brocha on marror. Although marror is eaten during the meal and should perhaps not require its own brocha,
it is not a ‘meal food’ eaten to satisfy hunger and may, therefore, still require its own brocha. To circumvent
this issue, the halacha states that Hoadama on the karpas is recited while having in mind to exempt
the marror. However, the brocha on hydroponic lettuce is Shehakol; thus, the Hoadama on karpas would not
be applicable to the lettuce. This would place one in a questionable position—should Shehakol be said on
the marror or not? To avoid this dilemma, hydroponic lettuce should not be used for marror.

16. Hydroponically Grown Produce, Chicago Rabbinical Council (Rabbi Dovid Cohen)

The use of hydroponically grown Romaine lettuce at the Sederis much more straightforward, as Chazon
Ish (Kilayim 13:16) conclusively proves from Gemara, Pesachim 35b that wheat that grew unattached to the
ground (e.g. in a flowerpot) may be used for matzah at the Seder. Since many of the requirements for marror,
including that it must be produce of the “land”, are derived from
the halachos of matzah (see Gemara, Pesachim 39a) it follows that hydroponically grown marror may surely be
used at the Seder.
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32. Making a Siyum — Chof K

If one cannot partake in the siyum in person, some permit him to listen to the siyum via telephone. This should
only be relied upon in extraordinary situations. (Ma’adanei Shlomo, page 2).
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