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States Constitution and the Bill of Rights have allowed us
the freedom to without
interference and to live in this republic in safety. A
fundamental principle of Judaims is hakaras hatov -
recognizing benefits afforded us and giving expression
to our appreciation. Therefore, it is incumbent upon
each Jewish citizen to participate in the democratic
system which guards the freedoms we enjoy. The most
fundamental responsibility on each individual is to
register and vote. Therefore, I urge all members of the
Jewish  community to fulfill their obligations by
registering as soon as possible, and by voting. By this,
we can express our appreciation and contribute to the
continued security of our community.

practice our religion
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Rabbi Jeremy Wieder - Commentator, Dec 8, 2019 .29

based on Sichas Musar
But there is another area of values conflict and
confusion which I find to be extremely disturbing, and
that is in the intersection of religion and politics. I
understand that we have both College Democrats and
College Republicans chapters on our campus. To be
honest, I don't understand why. Don't get me wrong — I
can readily understand why a Torah Jew might choose to
vote Democrat and why a Torah Jew might choose to
vote Republican. But I do have concerns about a Torah
Jew perceiving his or her core identity as either a

4

X TIDY AX 9T 1"1TNA0 NOON 721 TINTN .10
21T - NN12 71A¥N DX TNINY 0119 70 TVIN 121 DK
o'™n WIan V1 DIN' ONPNID D 'NIY ,NAN D71V7 DNt

7N

1 TINY 17 QT XN1' NJ0N 711 TIN7N .TD
NX 2"NN O107N ]2 WYX 121 ,0MIVn NN 2NN 770 ,XX¥N]
.DWYIN NN 2NN Q01 ,DMWYN

1{7109 1 719 NINY XY ]AX .71D
120N1 T27 171 ,1T102 TINY7 721" "1 170y DWUN NIAUNNI
N7 NID70N N2 NN 770w AT DYN 110 "7IN N17"7Y
AN N71 ,N172001 TIN70 T2 N7y aTn 7Y 1wol
NYDN NNY ,NXIN X700 .0'TAY N2 N7 n7a01 n'7ov
"MW 112V, 071NN 17T N1 Y'WINT 0NN NYY XN 11aya
17X D ANKX 12T TIV1 1778 D'NN 1IRY NI7YUNYT 0PN DWWV
D LI0D DR 1 RT7 MWID 1IDT TNX 1 7T 0T
NINT,(1:01 '""'Vw1) 17077 Q101 N2j7 10D 9101 .0NN TNXD 1TN1awn?

INT D NNY

(7"X1 11X2 1791100NN) 11-11 DINTO - XNINT XI1M7 1D
VY1INNT7 D27 NIXNY D01 "My MyT )2 12T 1j7wa ()
1D .NYD XN 197 NTN NTXN WD N WY1 TTInn nnwiy
NN NI7TNYN X712 1IN0 "W X7 N1INN DY 111v2
NNt LNTN D77 7'WIN1 210 W10 [91N1 XN 70 N7
,71T2 '777U07 012 1NN "X NN DWWAT7 N91N TXN VLY
N7X ,1"M DNYYI NAYUD 11'RYWD D'WYIT7 NO'IN T0X] X7 7aX
TN 171721, T12D 0102 7WINT W D'TADDY 1T 07200
UN 721 1201 21 ,N"02 'TOX OMWT 0DD7N NXI77 DR 110

NN NN NN

2 NNNN X"017W AIXPLOD 7'NN 1"INTRN NIWO 7Y (N)
WOV 72X 1T X7V "N N'7'NNA 'T1a T"1V'7 1210 117X Nviav
V71 NIVI1IAYW 10 TYD 0™ XD'7 'INDT7 INK 1107V 'RY
701 NINIXN 7Y 0INT7191 D2 X701 LINT7191 1AN NI
1"V NXINY 1197 NINTTA 78 71T 70 100N NINTTHN
7V 0D0NI N0 TX 11X T2 XN'W D71VN DTN 91971 X71 Y1N)
720 7TRIW NTIX NN J7INYT 17X T"1V7 X1l 1"N Dnow
0IND NN NTIAXN ,0"D 7" V119N NV 1112XD 197 1D MYOXN
7V19N0 72K ,0D'INX DDIT7 1'N 2N0N7 X7¥ DTN DM'WXYYT
DN N1MININ N7VINT DNO™NMT7 11NN D TIRD 17{77j7 "IN
DTN INA7 X"XT 7" 12710 'R0 NITAN MY MY 7V 7"
JITNX NwA

N0 NIn MN7VNn MY7XYIY D170 NN92 Ninhan 1"V (1)
NNWIN NX 1INA7 0D"MIX D170 722W {790 1'X1 0"NA NINA1
.N210 N1 NTTIN AN

QNNYN7 21'Nin 'va 7"¥7 ]M0WIT9 AUp 1"N1an anon 0D

October 3, 1984 n11"naa
On reaching the shores of the United States, Jews found
a safe haven. The rights guaranteed by the United




— something that regrettably seems to attract little
interest in large segments of our community — I would
recommend that you study the laws of ribit (usury),
shemitah and yovel (the Sabbatical and Jubilee years),
poalim  (labor law),
(neighborhood zoning laws), geviat hov me-hayetomim
(collections of debts from orphans), tzedakah and the list
goes on and on. But don't look to the platform of the
party that you vote for to figure out your theory of

sekhirut nizkei  shekheinim

economic justice nor any other matter of Torah values. A
Torah Jew should not, at his or her core, be a
card-carrying Democrat or Republican; he or she should
view him or herself as a member of the party of the
Ribbono shel Olam. How you vote, and what you
advocate for in the public sphere of a mostly secular
republic is complex and nuanced, but your fundamental
allegiance and what you stand for and aspire to should
never be in question — in your mind and in any
impression you give to others.

Wall Street Journal, Feb 4, '12 .30
Opinion Letter by Sheon Karol
Political considerations demand simplicity of thought

and message. However, the Bible and Jewish thought
provide a more sophisticated and textured economic
approach than Rabbi Aryeh Spero's paean to rugged
capitalism ("What the Bible Teaches About Capitalism,"
op-ed, Jan. 30). Judaism does not endorse capitalism, just
as it does not culminate in socialism.

Judaism advocates work and creation of wealth but also
protects the poor. Annulment of debts in the Sabbatical
year (Deuteronomy 15:1-6) and return of land in the
Jubilee year (Leviticus 25) are not the approach of
capitalism. Similarly, the Talmud's treatment of labor
(tractate Baba Metzia) is not readily
translatable into a simplistic distinction between
capitalism and socialism. The Bible, the Talmud and the
Responsa literature have created an ongoing corpus of
legal and moral writings balancing the right of private
property with societal and individual needs.

To equate the Bible with a single form of economic

relations

theory is to force Judaism into a Procrustean bed.
Judaism's message is far richer and, therefore, more
valuable to humanity.
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Democrat or Republican. I know that a large number of
people will disagree with the statement that neither the
Democratic nor Republican parties’ platforms in totality
are in accordance with Torah values. If you disagree with
this statement it is not because it is wrong, but because
you are seriously confused about Torah. When you vote,
you hopefully evaluate the full gamut of issues and
discover that on some issues one party’s views are more
in accordance with Torah and on others it is the other
party's, and often neither are. You then make a choice
fully recognizing that you sacrifice some things for
others, but the voting choice you make should never
influence your understanding of Torah values. God
forbid you should vote X, and then by association
assume that all of X's positions accord with the Torah's
perspective.

[ don't know what the Second Amendment actually
means, but whatever it does exactly mean, that has no
bearing on the Torah's halakhic and hashkafic views
towards weapons and gun-control, nor on what choices
we, as bnei torah, should make as individuals in our own
private spheres. I have no idea what the Constitution
really holds about abortion, but I'm pretty sure that
neither the typical pro-life nor pro-choice positions and
attitudes are reflective of the nuanced and complex
approaches of most of the contemporary poskim
(decisors of Jewish law) who actually regularly answer
these she%eilot (questions). And when it comes to
economics: It's worth noting that in the last few years
there have been a couple of speakers, not Rabbinic
individuals, who have come and spoken on this campus
where at least parts of their remarks addressed the
Torah's ethos in the realm of economics. Suffice it to say
that neither was sufficiently expert to opine about the
economic values of Torah Judaism and certainly not in a
makom torah such as this where there are plenty of
talmidei hakhamim (Torah-scholars) who are. And while
the Torah is most certainly not socialist, the conservative
— lower case “C" — views expressed were also most
definitely not in sync with the spirit of Hoshen Mishpat
and Yoreh Deah. This should not be taken as a criticism
of the speakers — they were invited to express their
ideas and did so — but rather of those who invited them
to do so, and of some of those in the audience who
uncritically accepted what was said.

The Torah's weltanschauung on economic justice can be
understood only through the study of large tracts of
Torah, not by cherry picking halakhot to conform to one
political philosophy or another.
understand the Torah's philosophy on economic justice

If you want to
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